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III connection with such a rapidly-growing port, information in regard 
to its physical equipment might well be added. In this connection the 
length of the waterfront, increasing wharfage, etc., would be of interest. 

The three or four pages showing financial and similar data would seem 
to be capable of enlargement. For example, assessed property valuations 
are shown over a series of years. The value of this material would be 
increased if this table were modified so as to show Boston's total assessed 
valuation, together with corresponding figures for other cities of the first- 
class, and all valuations reduced to a uniform basis by applying to each 
total the percentage of assessed to actual value. Such a table would be 
indicative of the city's comparative growth in wealth and would be espe- 
cially interesting since the report omits a statement of the volume of the 
building permits issued by the city. 

A far more serious lack is the entire omission of industrial data, notwith- 
standing the fact that Boston is one of the largest manufacturing centres 
in the country. 

Finally, textual analysis is nowhere attempted. General summary 
statements, calling attention to the development and progress of the city, 
as brought out in the tables, would add to the value of this report and of 
all reports of this nature. 

William H. Mahoney. 



IN MEMOPJAM. 



We regretfully record the death of two honorary members of the Asso- 
iation. Dr. Robert Meyer, of Austria, died on the 10th of June of this 
year, and Dr. Archibald Blue, of Canada, on July 27. 

Dr. Meyer was a Privy Councillor and at one time Minister of Finance 
for Austria; president of the Central Statistical Commission; honorary 
professor of the Imperial University of Vienna; vice-president of the staat- 
swissen-schaftliche Staats-Prilfungskommission and vice-president of the 
International Statistical Institute, etc. His influence on the statistical 
work of Austria and her dependencies was of lasting value. The memorial 
volumes published in celebration of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Central 
Statistical Commission of Austria last year owe their excellence largely 
to him. He personally contributed some notable articles, among tbem 
one defining the relation between mathematics and statistics. Probably 
one of his latest undertakings was an article on the development and prog- 
ress of statistical work in Austria, prepared for the memorial volume of 
this Association. Dr. Meyer was an altogether notable personage in 
Austrian life and will be greatly missed. 

From the Census and Statistics Monthly for the Dominion of Canada 
we append the following sketch of Dr. Blue's life and activities: 

"Dr. Blue was born on February 3, 1840, in the township of Orford, 
County Kent, Ontario, his father, a Gaelic Scotsman who died a cente- 
narian, having come to Canada from Lochilhead, Argyllshire. Mr. Blue, 
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after experience as a school-teacher, entered journalism, serving successively 
on the editorial staffs of the St. Thomas Journal (1867-1879), the Toronto 
Globe (1879-1880) and the Toronto World (1880-1881). 

"In 1881 Mr. Blue organized the Ontario Bureau of Industries of which 
he was Secretary from 1882 to 1891. In this capacity he instituted the 
useful agricultural statistics and crop reports of the Ontario Department of 
Agriculture, preparing for nine years the annual reports thereon. From 
1884 to 1891 he was Deputy Minister of the Ontario Department of Agri- 
culture and from 1891 to 1900 Director of the Ontario Bureau of Mines. 
Appointed in 1900 by the Hon. Sydney Fisher, then Canadian Minister of 
Agriculture, as Chief Census Commissioner, Mr. Blue conducted the 
Fourth Census of Canada in 1901 and wrote the elaborate introductions 
to the reports of that Census on natural products and manufactures. On 
the organization of the present Census and Statistics Office in 1905, Mr. 
Blue was appointed Chief Officer, and the Northwest Census of 1906, as 
well as the Fifth Census of 1911, were carried out under his general direc- 
tion. In 1908 he instituted the present system of agricultural crop-re- 
porting for the Dominion and started the Census and Statistics Monthly. 

"In 1888 Mr. Blue served as a member of a Commission appointed to 
inquire into the mineral resources of Ontario, and he was a delegate to the 
Deep Waterways Convention of 1894. In 1908 he was elected as an 
Honorary LL.D. of McMaster University at Toronto; and he was a repre- 
sentative ofj Canada at the General Assembly of the International Agri- 
cultural Institute, held at Rome, Italy, in December, 1909, when he pre- 
sented the paper on Crop-Reporting in Canada which was published in the 
Census Monthly of February, 1910. In February of the present year he 
was elected as an Honorary Member of the American Statistical Associa- 
tion on the occasion of the celebration of its Seventy-fifth Anniversary. 

"Wielding a vigorous and facile pen, Dr. Blue, during a long, strenuous, 
and useful career as public servant, was the author of numerous articles 
ranging over statistical and economic subjects, whilst his genial and un- 
assuming disposition secured for him widespread friendship and esteem." 

J. K. 



THE AGRICULTURAL CENSUS OF 1910. 

The last census is the result of the greatest expenditure of money, and 
the employment of the greatest number of scientific experts thus far de- 
voted to any one statistical inquiry in the country. It has been called "a 
college man's census." The director was a man of scientific training and 
years of scientific experience. One of the first moves of the director after 
assuming his new duties was the calling together of experts to aid in de- 
termining the plans and scope of the census and the formulation of the 
schedules to be used by the enumerations. The wisdom of this method of 
procedure can hardly be called in question, yet the conservatism lurking in 
a government bureau, even under a new director, is such that innovations 
are with difficulty inaugurated. In this case a very large part of the good 



